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The Chinese Culture Festival, presented by the Culture}
Sports and quggm Bureau and organised by the Chinese
Culture Promotion Office under the LCSD, aims to promote
Chinese,.:culti?e’gnd lenhance the public's national identity
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Renowned Chinese painter Huang Yongyu incorporated both Western and Eastern influences in his
paintings, establishing his iconic status in Chinese contemporary art. Director Yonfan, who took over 1,000
portraits of Huang, had always hoped to document his life through film. In 2012, three days before the Year
of the Dragon, Huang, accompanied by his daughter Heini, welcomed Yonfan in his studio, sharing stories
of his life, creative inspiration, and his thoughts on life and death. This programme is part of Chinese
Culture Festival 2025.

In the film, Huang jokes, ‘I paint every day; asking for a favourite is like asking a hen to pick her best egg.’
Clearly, his wit and humour are as inspiring and insightful as his art. Crossing Years captures the great
artist's reflections on art and life, and is an important record of contemporary Chinese art.
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HFAEREFEER PR Cinema, Hong Kong Film Archive

3/8 H Sun 3pm | 17/8 H Sun 2pm | 23/8 7 Sat 3pm
SRR » 8E 151 Post-screening talks with Yonfan

Crossing Years

Dir: Yonfan

Exe Dir/Cinematographer/Editor: Lee Yat-fung
Orig Music: Olivier Cong

Sound Design: Terry Shek

Colour Design: Wong Kwok-fai (C.S.1.)

Prod: Ma Ming

Presented by: Joyce Yang

Prod Co: Far-Sun Films Co Ltd

2024 Colour DCP Mandarin Chi & Eng Subtitles 90min

30/8 75 Sat 7pm
EXARIAEK » FBETIRIZ Post-screening talk with Lee Yat-fung

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.
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A Note from Yonfan

When I first met Yongyu, | was a photographer with dreams
of making films, while Yongyu’s early life stories had
already been adapted into one screenplay and made into
two movies. Yongyu, my favorite model among the artists,
inspired countless photos from my camera. After achieving
my dream, my goal was to capture Yongyu on film, as only
in celluloid can time and eternity be preserved.

Three days before the 2012 Spring Festival, | brought my
executive director, Fung, to film Yongyu and Heini in Beijing.
My aim was to achieve a natural, flowing style without any
artificial lighting or sophisticated sound recording, and |
believe we succeeded beautifully.

Strangely enough, after returning to Hong Kong, | let all
these beautiful shots distill for 12 years until the next lunar
Year of the Dragon. It was only this May that Fung showed
me the first cut of the film. | was surprised by how fresh it
looked:; it seems timeless.

One could call it “a family movie", but with the great personality
of a great artist, | would simply say it's a family movie of
history.

I'm sure if Yongyu saw this film, he would be proud of it.

(Written in 2024)
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